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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overTsunoda (JP02002185874A). 

Regarding claim 1 , Tsunoda discloses a command transmission means (1 1) and 
IEEE 1394 transmission line (21a), and a switching control means (31). However, 
Tsunoda does not disclose that the IEEE 1394 transmission line is connected to plural 
external devices as claimed. In any event, since the IEEE 1394 transmission standard 
enables many devices to communicate with each other on the same bus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to 
include more than one external electronic devices into Tsunoda so that the versatility of 
the system could be increased. As well known in the art, external devices connected to 
an IEEE 1394 port can be addressed and controlled individually. 

Regarding claims 2-3, see rejections above. 

Regarding claim 4, the control means 31 in Tsunoda is intended to send different 
control commands, such as the ON and Off commands, to the external devices. The 
durations and repetitions of these commands can be changed accordingly. It would 
have been a matter of obvious design choice. 
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Regarding claims 5 and 6, the analog terminal 21b in Tsunoda is an analog video 
signal, which is being monitored by control means 31 . 

Regarding claim 15, the external device 12 inherently includes the detection 
means as claimed because it needs to detect the command signals from the control 
means 31 . 

3. Claims 7-14, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsunoda (JP02002185874A) in view of Reisman 
(US2003/0229900A1 ). 

Regarding claims 7-14, and16-19, in addition of rejection above, Tsunoda does 
not disclose the digital lines as claimed; instead, he claims an analog line as 
aforementioned. In any event, Reisman, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches that 
transmission lines or standards such as HDMI, DVI, USB, IEEE1394, baseband, S 
video are interchangeable with each other (paragraph 0086). Hence, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to 
modify Tsunoda to replace the analog line with the HDMI digital lines of Reisman to 
perform the well known functions as claimed. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Takano et al. (6,826,776) shows an IEEE 1394 transmission line. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Lee whose telephone number 571 -272-7349. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran, can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/M. Lee/ 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



